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VSN TV 2

Smooth media streaming, plus Web
access from the couch—for a fee.

Tne MSN TV 2 Is one of the most powerful and Infelligent medio
sireamers availoble. A bright and colorful interfoce, support for o
wide range of Wab features such os instant messaging and e-mail,
and a much mora logical configuration process make th.a MSN TV 2
a masterful medio mover.

The stralghtforward cohfiguration process fokes lass than 10 minutes.
The MSN TV 2 uses Microsoft Extender technology so you can browse
folders on your PC and play music and movies quickly without having
fo install o server progrom. The confent i y over our
802.11b connection, mos! likely due fo a well-programmed coching
fechnolegy that first moves the dafa and then plays the video or qudio
bock. The MSN TV 2 comes with a USB adapier for the wirgless feed.

Microsoft tapped consumer electronics gient Thomson (known
in the U.S. 0s RCA) to make the set-top box, which also includes o
nice: soft-touch keyboard and remote. The connection oplions are
somewhat limited, although most users probably won't nofice. There
are no opfical or digital ports, so you're stuck with RCA audio cables.
Also, the MSN TV 2 doesn't support component connections to an
HDTV. Even though you can
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products from D-Link and Netgear, you could type up an entire
document or answer a-mail from your boss just os easily as you
could on a laptop.

Still, the MSN TV 2 may not meet the needs of the mosf demonding
users. For example, the cumrent release does not support protected
conlent from services such as Nopster or Real Rhapsody. That meons
It you purchase the latest U2 release onling, you can play the songs
back only on your PC, nof on the MSN TV 2. (Micresoft has promised
o firmwore upgrode that will support songs downloaded using their
MSN Premium service.) You do have acess fo more than 100 Infernet
radio stafions, however.

Unlike Media Center PCs, the MSN TV 2 does not support any premium
wideo content besides MSN video news and entertainment spots. Without
the component connactions, e MSN TV 2 will Aévar suppoa vidéstiean
mavie playback, ether. if only supporis WMA and MP3 cudio files and
Windows Media-encoded video.

And yet, the MSN TV 2 is an Infelligent, Web-friendly device. Tne
keyboard makes it o good stend-in The simple config
tion process doesn’t require an engineering degree. And It streamed
flowlessly over 802.11b—a major plus.
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